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New hire – Andrew Peterson, a Fertile, Minn., native 
and a graduate of the University of North Dakota in 
accounting, was hired as plant accountant. His duties 
include assisting in the cooperative’s material inventory 
process, processing of utility work orders, maintain-
ing effi  cient and accurate work order cost records and 
reviewing plant expenditures and changes in plant 
investment. Peterson resides in Grand Forks.

Crew change – Phil Bollingberg transferred from 
the Grand Forks construction crew to the Grand Forks 
line crew as apprentice journeyman lineman.
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The

Nodak Electric’s
New Business Hours:
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

On the cover: With the area harvest 
in full swing, Nodak Electric 
reminds everyone to work safely 
during this busy season.

Neighbor helping neighbor. Cooperative helping community. Applying  the basic cooperative 

principles, North Dakotans have worked together to help themselves, bringing the brilliance 

of light to homes, farms and businesses across the state.

As we observe Co-op Month in October, electric cooperative members should be proud 

of the success of the cooperative business model and the spirit of cooperation that these 

organizations promote.

What makes cooperatives special? Cooperatives are owned and controlled by those 

they serve. Each person has a voice and a vote in the co-op’s activities. The cooperative way 

of doing business is a true example of grassroots involvement and democracy in action. The 

power of the people is exemplifi ed in all types of cooperatives.

Nodak Electric Cooperative was organized in 1939. The cooperative serves all or parts of 

Cavalier, Pembina, Walsh, Benson, Ramsey, Nelson, Grand Forks, Eddy, Griggs, Steele, Traill, 

Barnes and Cass counties. 

Nodak Electric is governed by a nine-member board. The chairman is Steve Smaaladen, 

of Aneta, and the CEO is Mylo Einarson, overseeing 67 employees.

Andrew Peterson

Phil Bollingberg

Around the co-op

What is a co-op?

Andrew Peterson
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A safety lesson from Lee and Ashley

Perspective

Mylo Einarson
President & CEOT he kids are finally back in 

school, and for me that signifies 
the end of summer. With the 

passing of the summer season 
comes a flurry of fall activities and 
that gets me thinking about safety – 
especially safety around the power 
lines during harvest.

I want to share a pretty amazing 
story with you. It involves two teens 
from Indiana named Lee and Ashley 
who were riding down the road 
when their car started to fishtail 
and slid into a utility pole. That pole 
came down – lines and all – right on 
top of the car.

Most people faced with this 
situation would do what comes 
naturally – get out of the car, but 
Lee and Ashley knew better. Only a 
week earlier they had seen a safety 
demonstration at their school 
sponsored by their local electric co-
op. One of the key messages relayed 
was “Stay in your car if it ever hits 
a power pole. That’s where you’ll be 
safe from any electrical current.”

The two did just that, and 
kept their family members at a 
safe distance once they arrived. 
As a result, everyone walked away 
with just a few minor injuries. 
However, without a basic knowledge 
of electrical safety, the outcome 
that night could have been much 
different.

The electricity Nodak provides 
day-in and day-out is a phenomenal 
resource, powering our modern 
lifestyles in a safe, reliable and 
affordable way, but electricity must 
be respected. If safety isn’t made a 
priority, what changes our lives for 
the better could change them for the 
worse in an instant.

Lee and Ashley know this from 
experience, and we’re striving to 
keep you informed of electrical safety 
so you don’t have to learn a similar 
lesson the hard way.

Safety has been a part of the 
fundamental culture at Nodak since 
day one. Being an electric line worker 
is ranked by the U.S. Department 

of Labor as one of the top 10 most 
dangerous jobs – on the same list 
as fishermen, loggers and military 
servicemen. We take great strides to 
ensure that not only those linemen 
out in the field, but employees at all 
levels, make safety a top priority.

As part of our safety commit-
ment, we want to encourage you to 
take time to learn how you can be 
safe around electricity. Spending 
just a few minutes with some helpful 
resources like www.SafeElectricity.
org can make all the difference 
when you’re faced with an unsafe 
situation.

I hope there won’t be any stories 
about Nodak members getting into 
sticky situations this harvest season, 
but if there are, a few minutes spent 
studying safety today could ensure 
a happy ending. Have a safe and 
bountiful harvest season!

Electrical safety and grain elevators

Suffocation/engulfment
Entrapment can happen in a second when dealing 

with grain, which often is compared to quicksand. This 
is the leading cause of death in storage bins.
•  Do not enter grain bins during loading and unloading.
• Never work alone.
• Make sure to wear proper safety equipment.

Fires/explosions
When grain dust accumulates, it can sometimes 

create the right conditions to spark a fire. These fires are 
difficult to stop and usually end with a large explosion.
• Be sure your ventilation system is working properly.
•  Keep grain dust accumulations to a minimum.
•  Do not smoke while in the grain bins.

Toxic atmospheres
Mold, fungi and chemical 

fumes from decayed grains can 
create a deadly atmosphere.
•  Store fully dried grain at the 

proper moisture.
•  Wear a mask or filter respirator 

to limit the amount of direct 
contact to the fumes.

•  Keep animal and insect infestations to a minimum.

Machine malfunctions
• Do not operate machines while inside the bins.
• Ensure all equipment is properly guarded.
• Be on the lookout for overhead power lines.
• Check for frayed cables.

Working around grain bins creates hazards that are often overlooked by even 
the most seasoned farmhands. Always keep these safety tips in mind:

– Reprinted from Cooperative Connections, September 2013
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Rural Utilities Service:

Still a great bargain 
for the nation

As of year-end 2012, electric co-ops had invested 
more than $150 billion to build critical 
infrastructure spanning 75 percent of the U.S. 
This network includes 66,500 miles of bulk 

transmission lines and 2.5 million miles of distribution 
lines – 42 percent of the nation’s total. Co-ops also own 
all or part of 200 power plants with a combined installed 
capacity of more than 50,000 megawatts. These generate 
roughly 5 percent of U.S. electricity capacity, distribute 
10 percent of all kilowatt-hours sold, employ more than 
70,000 workers and pay more than $1.4 billion annually 
in state and local taxes.

The linchpin behind these numbers and the key 
to helping electric co-ops “keep the lights on” in some 
of the most sparsely populated and rugged regions of 
America for more than seven decades has been a small 
amount of support through the federal Rural Utilities 
Service (RUS). Of course, federal assistance for electric 
utilities is not unique. For-profit, investor-owned utilities 
(IOUs) receive tax breaks, while city-owned municipal 
electric systems are able to issue tax-exempt bonds.

A comparison of electric utilities shows:
•  Privately owned electric co-ops serve an average of 7.4 

consumers per mile of line and receive annual revenue 
of $15,000 per mile. Based on current interest rates, 
RUS loans (with an average interest rate of 4.57 percent, 
compared to the government’s cost of borrowing at 3.91 
percent) actually make money for the U.S. Treasury – 
$163 million combined from 2009 to 2011, more than 
$274 million during fiscal year 2012 and a projected 
$369 million in 2013.

•  Stockholder-driven IOUs average 34 customers per 
mile of line and collect $75,000 in revenue per mile. 
In virtually every case, IOUs charge electric rates that 
include amounts for presumed federal tax liabilities. 
However, available tax breaks (investment tax credits 
and accelerated depreciation) allow IOUs to retain 
most of the taxes collected, roughly $124 billion to 
date. At a cost to the government of $4.8 billion in 2011 
(the last year available), this federal subsidy to IOUs 
works out to about $47 per customer.

•  Publicly owned municipal electric systems average 
48 consumers per mile of line and collect $113,000 in 
revenue per mile. The federal government loses revenue 

when municipals issue tax-exempt bonds because 
interest paid to bond owners is not taxed. The cost of 
this subsidy in 2003 (the last year available) was $909 
million, or $55 per consumer.

“In short, RUS electric loans do not cost taxpayers 
a single penny,” says Mike Ganley, director of strategic 
planning and analysis for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the national trade organization 
for America’s electric co-ops. “Coupled with strong 
and innovative management and local, consumer 
governance, electric cooperatives have used RUS 
financing to build and maintain electrical networks 
capable of serving consumers across even the most 
remote terrain. More importantly, RUS loans have 
allowed electric cooperatives to keep rates affordable – a 
significant consideration because household incomes in 
co-op service territories are 11 percent lower than the 
national average, and one person in six served by co-ops 
lives in poverty.”

With electric co-ops anticipating about $6 billion 
in capital needs annually over the next five years to 
upgrade aging infrastructure, connect new consumers 
and ensure reliable supplies of wholesale power, Ganley 
stresses that RUS loans will continue to assist co-ops. 
“The unique, long-standing relationship between electric 
cooperatives and RUS helps ensure that all Americans, 
no matter where they may live, have access to a vibrant 
electric grid able to meet 21st century demands.”

— National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
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Sign up for email alerts 

to keep Co-op Nation strong

T he National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) recently released a video that gives a voice 
to the 900-plus electric cooperatives and their 42 

million consumer members opposing President Obama’s 
climate proposal to use the Clean Air Act to regulate 
carbon dioxide during a fragile economic recovery.

The video can be seen at www.action.coop. On the 
same site, Nodak Electric encourages you to sign up 
for alerts to learn how you can help keep Co-op Nation 
strong.

Many American rural communities, including the 
ones we serve, depend on coal-based generation for 
affordable electric power. Using the Clean Air Act to 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power plants 
could disproportionately burden those communities and 
farm families.

“Rural communities have a great story to tell about 
how they are innovating, using new technologies and 

leading in energy efficiency. It’s our responsibility to 
communicate the importance of affordable energy to 
the communities cooperatives serve and tell their story 
on how we are pursuing our energy future,” said Jo Ann 
Emerson, CEO of NRECA.

“The next few months are a critical time to unite 
behind that message and let policymakers know where 
we stand on the issues, as well as how important 
affordable energy is to us and the American economy.”

The two-minute video is the first action in a 
coordinated campaign that underscores the dramatic 
impact new regulations could have on much of the 
country’s electric generation and calls on consumers to 
join the united campaign.

NRECA is the national service organization that 
represents the nation’s private, not-for-profit, consumer-
owned electric cooperatives, which provide service to 42 
million people in 47 states.

Powering the 
American Spirit www.action.coop
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With more and more people moving to the use of 
cell phones instead of land lines, we need to update 
our records. If your phone number has changed, please 
write your phone number(s) on your payment stub when you send it in or 
call our offi  ce at 800-732-4373 during business hours. Our offi  ce hours are 
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Th is information is helpful in an outage situation, or when we have a 
concern about your electric service. If you have a home phone or cell phone 
number where we could reach you during business hours, please include that 
information as well. Th e phone numbers you provide are for our use only; we 
respect your privacy and do not give them out to anyone else.

We need your help! 

Have you changed 
your phone number?

Get ready for winter

Rounding up your electric 
bill is an easy and aff ordable 
way to help others in your 
community in their time of 
need. Four times a year Nodak 
Electric’s Operation Round 
Up board of directors meet to 
distribute money to families 
or individuals within Nodak 
Electric’s service territory 
who have faced a hardship. 
Some of these needs are food, 
shelter, clothing, health care, 
emergency services, education 
and charitable causes. Th e 
average monthly contribution 
is $0.50 per month or $6 per 
year. To date, more than 50 
percent of Nodak Electric 
members are involved with the 
program that raises more than 
$45,000 each year. 

Th e Operation Round 
Up board consists of seven 
directors, who represent 
the areas served by Nodak 
Electric. Current directors 
are: Jay Estvold, Lakota; 
Sheryl Kjelland, Park River; 
Maynard Messer, Hannaford; 
Pat Osland, Mayville; Harvey 
Puppe, Hensel; Mitchell Vold, 
Mekinock; and Roger Windjue, 
Devils Lake. 

If you would like to join 
our Operation Round Up 
program and have your electric 
bill rounded up to the nearest 
dollar each month, please call 
800-732-4373 or 701-746-4461.  
You can make a diff erence!

Helping our neighbors 
in tough times.

Now’s the time to ready your home for fall and 
winter temperatures and the unpredictable weather 
to come. When cold weather approaches, use these 
simple ways to make your home more comfortable:

Check for leaks. 
•  Weatherstripping and caulking are probably 

the least expensive, simplest, most eff ective 
ways to cut down on energy waste in the winter. 
An improperly sealed home can waste heating 
dollars. Check around doors and windows for 
leaks and draft s. Add weatherstripping and 
caulk to any holes and make sure doors are 
sealed properly.

•  Electric wall plugs and switches can allow cold air in. Installing pre-cut 
foam gaskets that fi t behind the switch plate will eff ectively prevent leaks.

•  Examine heating ducts for leaks. Over time, ducts can leak from being 
torn or crushed and fl attened. Old duct tape can dry up and fall away 
over time, allowing heated air into your attic or under the house.

Check insulation.
•  Insulate your attic. In an older home, that can be the most cost-effi  cient 

way to cut home heating costs.
•  Weatherstrip and insulate your attic hatch or door to prevent warm air 

from escaping out of the top of your house. 

Check your heating system.
•  Get a routine maintenance inspection of your heating system each fall to 

make sure it’s in good working order.
•  Replace air fi lters monthly. 
•  Make sure all heating vents are open and not blocked by furniture. 

Source: consumerenergycenter.org



Chuck Traiser, Cable Locator 
Dale Dahlen, Apparatus Technician I
Kevin Dahlen, Meter Technician I
Todd Lommen, Apparatus Technician
Gordy Mohn, Tech Crew Foreman
Chad Honek, Electrical Technician II

Meet the crew
Tech department
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