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Retirement, promotions, new hire
Dave Brag has retired as crew foreman of the 

Finley crew with more than 40 years of service 
at Nodak Electric. Dave grew up in Finley and 
graduated from Finley High School. He attended 
Wahpeton School of Science with a major in 
welding before joining Sheyenne Valley Electric 
Cooperative in 1974. Th ere he gained on-the-job 
training as a lineman. In 1988, he was promoted 
to line foreman. Dave is looking forward to 
retirement by spending time with his family and 
six grandchildren, and one on the way, and also 
lending a helping hand to local farmers. 

Jeff  Sloan was promoted from lead lineman 
to Finley crew foreman with the recent retirement 
of Dave Brag. Jeff  started in 1989 with the former 
Sheyenne Valley Electric Cooperative and 
continued his employment with Nodak following 
the merger in 2000. Jeff  and his wife, Denise, have 
two grown children and live in Finley. 

Ben Haarstad, originally from Pelican 
Rapids, Minn., was promoted to apprentice lineman with the Grand 
Forks crew. Ben started in the operations department, transferred to the 
construction crew and has now promoted to the Grand Forks crew. He is a 
University of Minnesota graduate in natural resource management and is 
taking courses to earn his lineman certifi cation. Ben resides in Grand Forks.

Shawn Reimers, seasonal apprentice lineman with Nodak’s Cavalier 
crew, was transferred to the Finley crew as apprentice lineman. Originally 
from Finley, N.D., Shawn is a 2013 graduate of Bismarck State College’s line 
worker program. Shawn resides in Finley. 

Sawyer Smith, apprentice lineman with Nodak’s construction crew, was 
promoted to apprentice lineman with Nodak’s Finley crew. He is a Larimore, 
N.D., native and a graduate of Bismarck State College’s line worker program. 
Sawyer resides in Finley.

Chad Neppel was hired as operations center technician. Chad’s duties 
include responding to service outages/interruptions, along with emergency 
and power quality concerns. He is a Grand Forks native and a current 
student at University of Minnesota Crookston in Business Management. 
Chad and his wife, Lynette, reside in Grand Forks. 

ATTENTION NODAK CUSTOMERS
Neighboring electric utilities have reported scammers who are calling 
their customers requiring immediate bill payment over the phone via 
pre-paid debit card and threatening to disconnect service if payment is 
not made. Please consider the nature of the call from a person claiming 
to be representing Nodak Electric, and if the call seems unusual, hang up 
the phone and dial 1-800-732-4373 or 701-746-4461 to verify accuracy of 
the message. Please do not divulge any personal information to the caller.

REMINDER 
Nodak has changed to 
calendar month billing

Beginning with the May billing statement 
and thereafter, customers will be billed for 
usage between the first and last days of 
each month. E-Bill customers will receive 
their statement notice around the 10th and 
mailed bills three to five days later, of the 
following month, with payments due upon 
receipt and penalties applied for payment 
received after the 25th.

Shawn Reimers

Chad Neppel

Ben Haarstad

Sawyer Smith

Jeff  SloanDave Brag
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If you have read these articles, or attended any Nodak 
meetings over the last several years, you have probably 
heard us talk about the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) and its assault on coal. Lately, that assault 
has become more of an all-out war on coal.

North Dakota electric cooperatives own about 90 
percent of the coal-based generation in the state, and 
more than half of the electricity you and I receive as 
Nodak members comes from these coal-fired power 
plants. Most of these plants were built in the 1970s at a 
time when the federal government passed the Fuel Use 
Act, which prohibited generating power with natural gas. 
Since that time, North Dakota’s electric cooperatives have 
invested more than $2 billion to protect the environment 
by installing emission control equipment on their plants 
and annually spend an additional $100 million to operate 
the equipment. This environmental stewardship has 
helped North Dakota become one of only seven states in 
the nation that comply with all federal ambient air quality 
standards.

That’s a quick little bit of history. Now, the rules are 
changing again. The EPA and our president, through a 
series of executive orders, are placing unattainable limits 
on carbon dioxide emissions in an effort to force us to 
abandon the clean coal foundation of our generation fleet 
in favor of that very fuel source that was prohibited in the 
’70s – natural gas.

Aside from the fact that as a rule of thumb, natural 
gas is a more expensive fuel source than coal, what is 
even more concerning is the volatility of its price and the 
capability of the nation’s pipeline infrastructure to deliver 
the product.

According to the U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration, the price for natural gas used to generate 
electricity in the U.S. has increased nearly 70 percent in 
just the last 12 months alone, and more than 100 percent 
in the last two years. Add on top of that the fact that 
during times of highest demand, the current natural gas 
delivery system is incapable of servicing the need, and you 
have a recipe for disaster.

I’m sure you all remember last winter’s polar vortex, 
that period of extreme cold weather across the entire 
nation. As we were experiencing those 30-plus degrees 
below zero, power delivery was becoming very difficult 
across the nation. Locally, we had 30 percent of our 
generation mix from wind turbines provide absolutely 
nothing when we needed it the most. Obviously, wind 
turbines don’t produce when the wind doesn’t blow, but 
they also don’t work when it’s 30 below zero, whether the 
wind is blowing or not.

On a wider scale, during 
the polar vortex natural gas 
generation was dropping offline 
as utility operators out East had 
trouble finding enough natural gas to keep the power 
plants running. The wholesale price of electricity rose to 
more than 20 times the retail price consumers usually pay, 
and utilities with purchase power clauses in their rates 
were passing those high costs on to their consumers. The 
Los Angeles Times recently reported that homeowners in 
parts of Pennsylvania received bills in January as high as 
$1,250 for the month because their utility had to purchase 
replacement power in an outrageous wholesale market.

The point of this discussion is this: as coal-fired 
plants shut down across the nation and there is a shift to 
more expensive, less reliable sources, there is a growing 
fragility in the U.S. electric system that is likely to create 
price shocks. Now, as members of the energy-consuming 
public, we have two options available to us. We can stand 
idly by as costs escalate and electricity becomes less 
reliable and complain about it to those who will listen. 
Or, we can engage ourselves and tell the EPA we want all 
energy resources to be used in meeting our energy needs 
rather than all resources but coal.

The EPA has already issued carbon dioxide emission 
limits for new power plants that effectively remove coal as 
an option for new plants. Soon, the EPA will release CO2 
emission limits for existing plants, including the ones that 
operate within the Nodak Electric Cooperative system. 
Once these proposed regulations are released, we need 
everyone to tell EPA we aren’t interested in volatile pricing 
and questionable reliability. We want North Dakota 
lignite coal to remain the foundation of our power mix as 
it has for 70-plus years.

Keep an eye out in our publications, on our website 
and on Facebook for news on these new regulations and 
what you can do to help.

EPA wages war on coal

Perspective

Mylo Einarson
President & CEO
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It’s all in the mix

M ost travelers along U.S. Highway 2 near Devils 
Lake, N.D., probably hadn’t noticed Hancock 
Concrete before this year. 

But with a new 18,000-square-foot production 
facility and an expanding storage area, Plant 
Manager Ron Coates is receiving more interest than 
ever from locals.

“People are wondering what we’re up to out 
here,” Coates said. “I tell them we’re doing the same 
thing, just more of it.”

From the roadside, products of all shapes and 
sizes can be seen, ranging anywhere from 12-
inch diameter concrete pipes to 23-foot span box 
culverts. Trucks are coming and going, dropping off  
raw materials and picking up the fi nal product for 
shipment.

With growing demand related to western North 
Dakota’s oil development, most of the production 
in Devils Lake stays in the state. But it’s not just 
western North Dakota. Coates said the company has 
done a tremendous amount of work in the Devils 
Lake and Fargo areas.

“Th ere’s a lot of money being invested in 
infrastructure right now in North Dakota,” Coates 
said. “Our location helps us access markets out here 
and limits the distance we have to haul.”

Hancock Concrete expanded into North Dakota 
for the fi rst time in 2007, purchasing an existing 
concrete production plant in Devils Lake. Th e 
Hancock, Minn.,-based company is a division of 
Superior Industries, Inc., and has six other facilities 
located in the Upper Midwest.

Products such as manhole structures, box 
culverts, round and arch pipe reach a wide array of 

industrial and municipal customers from the Devils 
Lake plant.

“Th ere are some products that we are making 
constantly, but we also do custom work,” Coates 
said.   

New facility

Construction of the new Devils Lake facility was 
completed in August 2013. Th e original plant is now 
primarily used for storage purposes.

Th e additional space provides a more effi  cient 
work environment for the plant’s 20 employees 
during peak production time. Considering an 
average 24-inch diameter pipe weighs about 265 
pounds per foot, safety is also a top priority.

“Everything is so heavy, we want to be as safe as 
possible,” Coates said.

Th e facility also extends the primary production 
period each year. In 2014, production is expected to 
quadruple from the previous year. 

Both wet and dry cast processes are completed 
inside the facility, which is a commercial and 
industrial electric consumer on Nodak Electric 
Cooperative’s system. A combination of pea rock, 
sand, cement and fl y ash are used to make the 
concrete through a heavy-duty vibration system.

While the company is still growing into its new 
space, Coates said there is room to expand.

“Th is building was designed so that we could 
add on later if we need to,” Coates said.

Hancock Concrete is always looking to add 
to its workforce both locally and throughout the 
organization. To fi nd out more about current 
openings, visit www.hancockconcrete.com. ☐ 

Hancock Concrete expands in Devils Lake

Stacks of concrete 
pipes await 
shipment in 
front of Hancock 
Concrete’s new 
production facility 
in Devils Lake, 
N.D.
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Manhole structures (top left ), round culverts 
(top right) and box culverts (bottom left ) come 
in all shapes and sizes at Hancock Concrete.

An employee carefully inspects a row of 
recently manufactured 24-inch concrete 
pipes.

Check our WebsiteLooking out for you.

Stay informed about Nodak Electric’s activities.

• Announcements
• Safety Awareness
• Energy Saving Tips
• Information Regarding Extensive Outages
• General Information
• Industry News
• And Much More…

S

Like our new Facebook page!
www.facebook.com/nodakelectriccooperative

Plus – keep an eye on our web site at www.nodakelectric.com for  
programs, Nodak Neighbor, history, employment and more!

AnAA e pmplllloyee careffffulllllllly iiin pspecttts a row offff



More than 300 members and guests 
attended Nodak Electric Coopera-
tive’s 74th annual meeting April 3, 

2014, at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks. 
Prior to the meeting, a turkey dinner was 
served by Alerus Center staff . 

During the meeting, the cooperative’s 
board of directors was seated for the 
upcoming year, including the selection of 
offi  cers and three director elections. Lee 
McLaughlin was re-elected to represent 
District 1, Roger Diehl was re-elected to 
represent District 2 and Steve Smaaladen 
was re-elected to represent District 3.

Following the meeting, Nodak’s board 
of directors elected David Hagert as its 
chairman. In addition, Paul Sigurdson was 
named vice chairman and Luther Meberg 
was named secretary/treasurer.

Guest speaker was Jasper Schneider, 
state director for USDA Rural 
Development. 

Brian Kalk and Julie Fedorchak, PSC 
commissioners, also addressed the crowd.

Annual meeting
Guest speaker 

Jasper Schneider
President & CEO 

Mylo Einarson
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Highlights
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Other safety tips for all of us:
•  Never touch a downed power line. 

If you see a downed power line, 
contact us immediately. Keep others 
away, and consider every wire on 
the ground to be energized and 
dangerous. Never leave a vehicle if it 
comes in contact with a power line. 
Th e only time to consider exiting the 
vehicle before utility crews arrive is 
because of fi re – and those instances 
are very rare. Only then should the 
occupant jump free without touching 
the vehicle and ground at the same 
time, then hop with feet together 
to prevent current fl ow from the 

One free, easy call gets your utility lines 

marked AND helps protect you from 

injury and expense. Safe digging is no 

accident: always call 811 before you dig. 

Visit www.call811.com
for more information.

ALWAYS CALL 
BEFORE YOU DIG

DIGGING
SOON?

Have a safe planting season

energized ground through your body.
•  Electricity and water don’t mix. 

Keep electrical appliances and toys 
away from water. Be certain that any 
electrical devices outdoors or in close 
proximity to water are protected by 
a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter 
(GFCI) outlet or breaker.

•  Meters and other electrical equipment 
may be located on the outside of 
a home or building. Th e meter 
measures the amount of electricity 
used. Never tamper with this or any 
electrical equipment. Tampering with 
meters is illegal and dangerous. 

•  Be cautious on the roof. Working on a 
roof may put you close to an overhead 
power line. Avoid standing up and 
accidentally touching a line with your 
head or shoulder. 

•  Use care when painting. When 
house painting, ensure that nothing, 
including you, your ladder, your 
paintbrush or roller, comes in contact 
with the power line supplying 
electricity to your home. 

•  Be careful with ladders and other 
metal objects. When using an 
aluminum ladder, check above 
you for power lines. Aluminum is 
an exceptionally good conductor 
of electricity. Th e same goes for 
antennas, metal gutters and other 
long metal objects. 

•  Call before working or lift ing. Th e 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) requires 
anyone working or lift ing within 10 
feet of overhead power lines or poles 

to contact the appropriate utility. 
•  Call 811 before digging: In 

Minnesota, the Gopher State One 
Call number is 800-252-1166. Th e 
North Dakota One Call number is 
800-795-0555.

•  Don’t prune near power lines. 
Pruning trees around power lines 
should only be attempted by trained 
professionals.

•  Do not plant vegetation to grow up or 
near utility poles or guy wires. 

•  Be aware when moving farm 
equipment. Stay clear of overhead 
power lines when moving or storing 
irrigation pipes and grain augers. 
Metals and wet objects conduct 
electricity. 

•  Fly kites, model planes and balloons 
safely. Fly them only in wide-open 
spaces like a fi eld or on a beach. Never 
fl y them around power lines. And never 
use metal, foil or wire in your kite or 
kite string. 

•  Never climb utility poles, towers or 
substation fences. 

•  Obey warning signs. “DANGER: 
HIGH VOLTAGE” and other 
warning signs are posted in some 
locations.

•  Substations are not playgrounds. 
Don’t climb over or crawl under 
substation fences, walls or gates. If 
a ball or toy goes over a fence and 
into a substation, call your local 
electric utility. A qualifi ed person will 
respond and enter the substation to 
get the ball or toy out. 

Nodak Electric reminds you to look up for power lines during this planting and construction 

season. Every year Nodak Electric receives calls of incidents involving raised truck boxes, cranes, 

excavators and other equipment coming in contact with our power lines. Avoid such a potential 

deadly incident by looking up and around when operating machinery.

Safety is just as important when you are working around the house. Respect overhead and 

underground wires. Remember, there are just as many wires as worms underneath the ground.

Nodak Electric wants you to go home safely to your family today.



Do you remember when the lights came 
on? Nodak Electric will celebrate its 75th 
anniversary in 2015. To commemorate the 

event, we are looking for 
stories about when power 

first came to the Valley. 
Use the form at right 
to tell us your story. 
Either drop it off  at 
our offi  ces, email it to 
nodak@nodakelectric.
com or mail it to 

Nodak Electric. Stories 
will be published in the 

75th anniversary history book.

  Receive $20/kW rebate for the installation of a qualifying electric 
heating system that is on off -peak.

  Air-source heat pump incentive is $100/ton – heating mode must 
be controlled on off -peak.

  Ground-source heat pump incentive is $200/ton – heating mode 
must be controlled on off -peak.

  Equipment must be new and off -peak systems must have a 
qualified backup.

  Program begins May 1, 2014.

  Homeowner will receive a rebate check after visit from Nodak 
Electric technician.

  Maximum incentive per off -peak meter is $600.

Contact our Energy Services Department for details at 701-746-4461 or 800-732-4373

Nodak’s electric heating rebate program!

Incentives available 
for installation of 

an off -peak electric 
heating system

Share your story about when the lights came on. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State_____ Zip ____________

Drop off  completed form at Nodak’s offi  ces or mail to:
Nodak Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 13000, Grand Forks, ND 58208-3000

Years

Homeowners adding new off -peak heating systems qualify for these rebates.


